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IT is ſurprizing to conſider the 
RY ſtrange Arts, and horrid Miſre- 
WS preſentations made ule of by 
 Popiſh Emiſſaries to prejudice 
Men againſt the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion in general, and more par- 
ticularly, as it is profeſs'd by the Church of 


» / <2» 
2 f 4 
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England, and by Law eſtabliſh'd in this Realm, 


(though no other than Primitive Chriſtianity) 
in order to ſeduce and gain them over to their 
own Communion; whereof the Pamphlet in 
hand is a notorious Inſtance, as will (I conceive} 
in ſome Meaſure appear from the followin 
Remarks upon the ſeveral Heads or Article 
of Complaint therein contain'd; though they 
are generally ſo trifling and inconſiderable, as 
not to deſerve any Animadverſions at all; a 
ſome of them ſ h palpable Miſrepreſentations, 


A 2 that 
2 


Ya — W | : 
FI" : e 3 1.4 
a cnn eee” 4 


4 * * 8 
E IE OE NES I, "PEI 


A 


'' _ ” 
. 


1 


; 


cg ed oth. 


be referr'd to the Judgment of the impartial 


offer'd to ſupport this Charge. 


pute with the Papilty about the moral or prac- 


| livered in the Scriptures, and ſummarily con- 


Now theſe may be juſtly called new Articles 
of Faith, becauſe they were never added to the 


don the Holy Scriptures, ſo they were avowed- 


(4) 7 275 
that they can hardly eſcape the Obſervation of 
any Perſon of common Capacity ; but this muſt 


Readers upon a due Peruſual of what is here 


The firſt Reaſon aſſign'd by this Author a- 
gainſt the Proteſtant Religion, is its being a 
New Religion ſet up by Martin Luther in the 
16th Century, and therefore that ours cannot 
be the true Church; ſince this confeſſedly had 
its Beginning ſrom Chriſt, and is to continue 
for ever. 

To which I reply, that as we have no Niſ- 


tical Part of our Religion, fo they agree with us 
in all the neceſſary Articles of our Faith, as de- 


tained in the antient Creeds; and only differ 
in the additional Articles enjoin'd by. Pope Pius 
in the Council of Trent, which though therein 
required to be beheved. under Pain of Damnath- 
on, yet as has been often obſerved, their awn 
Guides have ſometimes own'd, that it's indif- 
ferent whether they are believed or no. 


Creed, till about a Hundred and Seventy Years 
ago, nor Wholly. decreed as Articles of Faith 
even in the Church of Rome, till that time; nar - "i 
ever ſince univerſally received as ſuch by the 
Papiſts themſelves to this very Day; which a- 
lone, is a ſufficient Reaſon to juſtify our reject- 

of them. | IVY "IE 131 
Wbereas ours can by no Means deſerve that 
Title, beeauſe as they are undeniably founded 


ly profeks'd by the Catholick Church in all 
| {23260 be Ages: 
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Ages: And therefore ſo far is the Proteſtant. 
Religion, as it is profeſſed in the Church of 
England, from being a new Religion, that it is 
as old as Chriſtianity itſelf, -and the very ſame. 
that - Chriſt. and his Apoſtles delivered in the 
Goſpel, though the Name Proteſtant could not 
be apply'd to it, till it was occaſioned by our 
proteſting againſt theſe Innovations of the 
Church of Rome. - | | 

And ſince our proteſting Articles cannot poſ-. 
fibly be of any older Date than this Occaſion 
of them, a prior Account of them cannot, 
without the greateſt Abſurdity, be demanded of 
us: Nor were they ever defigned as neceſſa- 
ry or fundamental Articles of our Faith, but 
only as inferior Truths or Propoſitions to be ſub- 
ſcribed by the Clergy, in order to Peace and 
Unity ; otherwiſe our Laity would have been 
equally obliged 'to declare themſelves upon 
theſe Points, which every Body knows they 
are not required to do. | 

And as theſe Innovations in Points of Faith, 
with that heavy Yoke of uſeleſs and ſome of 
them ſinful Rites and Obſervances enjoin'd by 
your Church, are all that were laid aſide by 
ours at the Reformation; it is plain, no eſſen- 
tial Change could be thereby poſſibly wrought 
in it, ' but only an accidental one, like that of a 
leprous Perſon cured of his Leproſy, or of a 
fick Perſon reſtored to his Health: And there- 


- fore how can this Author in Reaſon ſuppoſe 


that our Church was not in Being before the 
Reformation, or its being then founded by 
apoſtate Friars or wicked Men; ſince the ve- 
ry Reformation itſelf (whoſe Neceflity has 
been confeſſed by ſeveral eminent Perſons of 
43 your 
- * See Bp. Bull's Vind, of ibe Cb. of Eng- b. 180 


1 
”” of 


— 


(6) 
your own Communion) implies the contrary % 
or how can any thing be reformed that is not 
in Being; and it is highly probable, as ſeve- 
ral learned Men have proved, that the Briti6 
Church had 'a Being even before the Church of 
Rome itſelf, and was founded by St. Paul, or 
ſome other Apoſtolical Perſons. But ſuppoſe 
the Caſe was quite otherwiſe (as avowedly that 
of the Enz/i/þ was) yet would this be no Ar- 
2gamft its being a true Church; for 
confeſſedly other Churches are, that were 
not in Being till ſome Ages after, and yet may 
be juſtly faid to derive their Original from 
Chriſt, ' as they were converted by Perſons 
that ated by his Authority and Commiſſions 
and therefore it is evident, the Author here 
. wilfully confounds the Caſe, and manifeſtly 
impoſes upon the Reader by not diſtinguiſhing 
between a particular and the univerſaÞ Church; 
for it is to the. latter of theſe that the Promiſe 
of Perpetuity only belongs; as alſo its having 
its Beginning from Chriſt; if he means by it, 
its commencing from the Time that Chriſt 
lived upon Earth, which every Body knows, 
was no more the Caſe of the Church of Rome, 
than it was of our own Church, becauſe nei - 
ther of them was then in Being. 
The ſecond Reaſon advanced by this Author 
againſt the Proteſtant Religion is taken from 
the pretended Infallibility of Chriſt's Church; 
which as he aſſerts, the whole Scripture aſ- 
fures us of, and conſequently that there could 
be no room for a Reformation of it: Here I 
. obſerve, he takes for granted, that the Church 
of Rome is the whole or Catbolick Church, 
which can never be allow'd, as long as there is 
| f any 


„Stage: Org. Brit. and Ulber 7 Primerilia, 
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(C7) 
any Difference between the Whole and a Part; 
and accordingly the numerous Scripture Pro- 
miſes cited by him, if at all to the /Purpoſe; 
(as I am perfnaded ſeveral of them are not) 
relate to the whole Church, and not to the 
Church of Rome, or any other particular Part 
of it; and denote not its Infallibility but its“ 
Perpetuity; not a total Exemption from Er- 
rors, but that it ſhould not utterly be deſtroy- 
ed, ſo as to ceaſe to be a Church, as we know 
in Fact ſeveral particular Churches have been; 
and to confirm this Doctrine, as we have not- 
withſtanding: theſe Promiſes of Divine Aſſiſt- 
ance, ſundry flagrant Inſtances. of Errors in 
the main Body of che Jewiſh Church with re-- 
ſpe to their Idolatries, and their crucify ing 
the Son of God as a Malefactor; ſo we have 
the like Inſtances of Idolatrous and ſuperſtitious 
Doctrines and Practices in “ your Church with 
reſpect to her Religious Uſe of Images, in Vo- 
cation of Saints, Worſhip of the Hoſt, Ac. which. 


as they are clearly prohibited in Holy Writ, maſt - 
of Conſequence be a manifeſt Confutation of* 


her pretended Infallibility ; and fince no Argu- 
ments can be admitted againſt plain and noto- 
rious Facts; and ſince all that could be ever 
offered from - Scripture upon this Head has been 


clearly and ſatisfactorily conſidered and confu- 


ted by Mr. Chi/lingworth, our London Divines, 
Sc. this ſuperſedes my making any further Re- 
marks upon the Scripture Paſſages cited by 


this Author, nor indeed is a particular Exa- 


mination of them conſiſtent with my intended 
Brevity in theſe Remarks, though otherwiſe an 
Attempt very feaſible, becauſe already done to 
my Hands. To 


Rome 


— 
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. * See Ip. Stillingficet of the Luar of the Church , 
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To the third and fourth Pretence advanced 
by this Author againſt the Proteſtant Religion, 
1%. that as Lulber laid the firſt Foundati- 
on of it, ſo he and the firſt Proteſtants diſ- 
claimed the Authority and Doctrine of all 
Churches, when they began to ſet up their 
new Religion: I anſwer, that our Religion is 
not founded upon the Credit or Authority of 
theſe firſt Reformers, who as they were frail 
and fallible Men, muſt- of courſe be liable to 
Errors and Miſtakes ; but upon the reveal'd 
Will of God: Aud accordingly that they did. 
not pretend to ſet up a ne, Religion, but to 
reform the old, according to this unerring Rule, 
by only laying; afide the Corruptions that had 
crept into it, but nothing appertaining to its 
Being or Conſtitution: Nor can it be juſtly 
ſaid, that all Churches in the World were then 
in Communion with the Church of Rome, 
ſince the contrary is notorious! with Reſpect 
to the Greek + Habaſſin,and other Churches dif- 
fering from her in ſeveral of thoſe particular 
Points of her Religion denied by Proteſtants, 
and agreeing with us, as indeed the Papiſts them- 
ſelves do, in all the fundamental Articles of our 
Faith; yet had this been the Truth of the Cale, 
as it is an undoubted Maxim, that God is to 
be obeyed rather than Men; it clearly follows, 
that they could juſtify diſclaiming the Authori- 
ty. of all theſe Churches, When they enjoin'd: 
any Doctrines or Practices in Oppoſition to his. 
reveaPd Will, F as is manifeitly the Caſe of the 
Church of Nome; and therefore it is unconceiv- 
able to me, how the Belief of the Catholick, 
Church, and Communion of Saints, can be in 
0 1 | any 
Fee Brerewood's Enquiries, + See Mr. Pacitt's 
Cbriſtianography. & See the Dectrines and Practices of 


* 8 tbe Church of Rome truly repreſented, 
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any wiſe inconſiſtent with this Conduct, unleſs 
the Church of Rome was from the firſt Riſe of 
Chriſtianity in all Ages the whole or Univerſal 
Church, and her Communiow the only true 


| and lawful Cammunion, which is a Suppoſt- 
: tion as notoriouſly falſe as it is uncharitable. 
> There being a Church at Feru/alem, Antioch, 
. &c. ſeveral Years before the Church of Ram 

had a Being. . . 


To the fifth Reflection of this Author, im- 
porting that the Proteſtant Churches have not 
the Marks of the true Church, viz. its be- 
ing one, Holy, Catholick and ApoſtolicaH; 1 
anſwer, that theſe are Notes of the whole or 
univerſal Church, and therefore fome of them 
not properly applicable to the Church of 
Rome, or any other particular Church of what 
Denomination ſoever; none of which can be 
ſaid to be the One and Catholick Church 
but if applied to the Religion or Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, I make no Doubt of it, but ours 
has as good a Claim to them as any in the 
World, and beyond Difpute on ſeveral Ac- 
counts an incomparably better than the 
Church of Rame can pretend to. For, Fir. 
As to our Unity in Religion it appears from 
our Agreement in all the neceſſary Articles of 
the Chirſtian Faith, notwithſtanding our di 
ferent Opinions in other leſs important Points; 
as you have the like Sects and Diviſions among 
yourſelves; and as we find in Hiftory they 
have been in all Ages of the Church: And as 
Charity is an eſſential Requiſite of Unity, in 
Evidence thereof we are taught in our Church 
to pronounce favourably on the final State of 
our fellow Chriſtians, and by no Means to paſs 
a damnatory Sentence againſt any of them. 
Whereas 


I 


(10) 
Whereas though your diſtinguiſhing Articles 
of Faith were never univerfilly receiv'd even 
by the Members of your own Church to this 
very Day, as was before obſerved ; yet all that 
deny any one Article of them are * damn'd 
and anathematiz'd by her; ſo that many Mil- 
lions of Chriſtians are thus ſentenced that hold 
the primitive Faith contain'd in the Nicene 
Creed, which is the Baptiſmal Creed of all 
the Zaſtern Churches. | P- 

-. 24ly, The Holineſs of our Doctrine can+- 
not be denied, becauſe nothing is enjoin'd in 
our Church as neceſſary to be believed, or 
practis'd in order to Salvation, but what ma- 
nifeſtly tends to promote Piety and Holineſs, 
as appears from that excellent Summary of Re- 
ligion our Church Catechiſm; and more fully 


from our incomparable Liturgy, which has 
been approv'd of even by your Popes, Who 
offer 'd to confirm it : Whereas your Doctrines 


of Indulgence,: Purgatory, Works of Supere- 
rogation, 67, are © notoriouſly calculated to 
ſerve other Purpoſes; which is the only Caſe, 
wherein Religion can be charged with the 
perſonal Faults of its Proſeſſors: And accord- 
ingly the ſcandalous Doctrines and Lives of your 
Popes may with more Juſtice be objected to 
Jour Church, than thoſe particular Men that 


| Profeſs'd it, are impited to the Reformation. 


Laſtly, It is confeſſed on all Hands, that all 
Orthodox Chriſtians are agreed in, and have in 
all Ages*profeſs'd our neceſſary Articles of 
Faith, which are therefore truly Catholick 


made 


and Apoſtolical: 5 Whereas this can never be 


See Mr. Cambden's 
$ See Mr, Binghamg's 


* See the Bulla in Cæna. 


Annals of Queen Elizabeth. 
Antiquities, 


6115) 
made appear with reſpect to the additional Ar- 
ticles of ns Church, though enjoin'd by her' 
as equally neceſſary to Salvation. | 

To the ſixth, ſeventh, and eigthth Excep- 
tions of this Author againſt the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, which relate to Luther and King Henry 
the 8th's immoral Conduct, and the Reſor- 
mation's being violently and ſacrilegiouſly car- 
ried on in King Edward the Sixth's Reign, 
and eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom by an Act of 
Parliament in the firſt Yearof Queen F/izabeth's 
in Oppoſition (as is pretended) to the whole 
Body of the Clergy: I reply, 1ſt, That it is of 
no Weight with Reſpet to the Merit of the 
Cauſe, what Luther was as to his moral Con- 
duct, ſince we do not owe our Reformation 
to him, and accordingly we find him vindica- 
ted by ſeveral learned Men; though it may be 
more than a Matter of reaſonable | Suſpicion, 


chat his Character has not been fairly repre- 


ſented by the Writers of your Church: How- 
ever, ſuppoſe the Caſe had been otherwiſe, yet 
the Reformation could not be juſtly charged 
with his perſonal Slips or Miſcarriages, fince- 
no Inſtitution is chargeable with the bare per- 
ſonal Faults of its Profeſſors; nor can 'a true 
Eſtimate of Religion be taken from the Inftru- 
ments imploy'd. by divine Providence for the 
ſetting up, or propagating of it, ſince there 
was a Judas even amongſt the firſt Preachers or 
Propagators of Chriſtianity : And therefore'our 
only proper Method of forming a = ſudg- 
ment in this Caſe, is to inquire into the Nature 
and Tendency of it, and its Conſonancy with 
God's reveal'd Will, which as it is conſeſſed- 
ly the true Rule and Standard of Religion; ſo, 


J dare 
3 21 


612) 
I dare ſay, there is none upon Barth more a- 
greeable.to it than our own... 
24ly, As to King Henry the VIHch 0 whom 
* ſeveral of your Popes have furpaſſed in Wick- 
edneſs even by the Confeſſion of your own Writ- 
ers) we are in no wiſe concern'd to vindicate 
his Character, ſince it cannot be denied, but that 
in the main he both lived and died a Papiſt, as 
appears from his perſecuting the Proteſtants, 
and the fix bloody Articles which ſeveral of 
them ſuffer'd Death on the Account of in his 
Reign; and, by the by, it is to him the firſt 


Demoliſhment of the Monaſteries was owing, 


and nat the Proteſtants, though this Author 
would fain fix it on them. And ſo far was this 
Affair from being violently, &c. carried on in 
King Edward's Reign (as he inſinuates) that 
it was manifeſtly tranſadted by the joint Con- 
currence of both the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 
Powers, f as appear to any body that will con- 
ſult the Hiſtory of thoſe Times: As to the 
Sacrileges then ſaid to be committed by Pro- 
teſtants, if they are not in ſome Meaſure to be 
juſtiſied, or at leaſt mitigated as to the Guilt 
> them by the notorious Abuſes and Corrup- 
tions of religious Houſes , ''that occaſioned 
them; yet as they are atithe moſt but the bare 
perſanal Faults of particular Men, without the 
leaſt Countenance from any Doctrine of our 
Religion, doubtleſs it cannot be juſtly charged 
with them; whereas on the other Hand thoſe 
committed by Papiſts, as alſo the horrid Vil- 
lainies and Treacheries, Maſlacres and Mur- 
ders, Rebellions and Outrages, which they 
were end gullty'« of in ſeveral TR 
an 


* See their Cbaracters ſet forth 2 Platina, Baronius, 
Sc. f Sce Dr. Burnet's Hiſtory of the Referm, Vol. 2. 
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C227 > 
ahd at ſundry Times, may not only be juſtly 
imputed to the wicked Actors of the bloody 
Tragedies, but alſo to their Church and Reli- 
gion, becauſe they acted therein in purſuance of 
their avowed Principles of depoſing Kings and 
extirpating Hereticks. 

34ly, As to our Religion's being eſtabliſhed 
by an Act of Parliament in the Firſt of Queen 
Elizabeth's, I need only obſerve, that its re- 
ceiving the Sanction of the Civil Power, can 
be no better Argument againſt it, than it was 
againſt Chriſtianity, that it was countenanced 
and ſupported by gy we when it had been 
perſecuted by his Predeceſſors in the Romas 
Empire. 


Lafily, Whereas this Author ſuggeſts, that 


che Reformation was then oppoſed by the whole 


Body of the Clergy, and cites Dr. Hey/in's Hi- 
ſtory of the Reformation for it; this Tract I 
have conſulted, but can find nothing in't ſuf- 
ficient to ſupport that Charge; however, ſup- 


| poſe the Caſe was otherwiſe; it is obvious to 


obſerye that as all the beneficial Clergy were 
profeſſed Papiſts, when Queen Elizabeth came 
to the Throne, it is no wonder the Reforma- 
tion ſhould be oppoſed by them; as in all 
Probability Popery would have been as una- 
nimouſly oppoſed in her Siſter's Reign, but for 
the Perſecution then ſet on Foot, as it was in 
her Brother Edward's. But on the other Hand, 
it cannot be denied, that there were then ſeve- 
ral other eminent Clergymen of this -Nation, 
* whoſe Names we have recorded in Hiſto- 
ry, that were that very Year engaged in ac- 
compliſhing this good Work; ſo that it could 

| B nat 


* See Mr. Strype's Annals of Dueen Elig, pe $21 &. 
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614) 
not be the Performance of meer Laymen, as he 
notoriouſly miſrepreſents it, for all that the 
Parliament then did, was only giving it the Ci, 
vil Sanction. Nor was this done by our Church 
in Oppoſition to any juſt Authority, but only 
in Vindication of its own juſt Right from the 
Uſurpation of another, which it was not by 
Divine Right ſubje& to, or dependent upon; 
or beſides the Statutes of Proviſo's and Pre- 
munires againſt, Appeals to Rome, it has been 
often obſerved, that none of the Pope's Canons 
were here looked upon as binding or obliga- 
tory, till they were firſt received and allowed 
of by. our Church, which (as * our Writers 
have proved) has before that Uſurpation en- 
joyed the ſame antient Liberties and Indepen- 
cy with the Church of Cyprus, whoſe Caſe 
was determined in the third General or Epbe- 
fine Council: And accordingly. the Popes of 
Rome cannot claim this Authority over our 
Church in Right of their Patriarchate, becauſe 
England was not within the Precincts of it; 
much leſs on the Account of any Converſi- 
ons from Name, otherwiſe by Parity of Reaſon 
the Church of Jeruſalem muſt be entitled to 
the ſame Authority over yours; beſides that 
Chriſtianity was here firſt planted by Miſſiona- 
ries from that Church, and not from Rome, as 
was before obſerved. Nor, /aftly, Can they 
claim it as St, Peter's Succeſſors, elſe the Bi- 
ſhops of Antioch muſt at leaſt have an equal 
Title to it: Nor does it appear that St. Peter 
ever claim'd or pretended to that Supreme Pow- 
er over the univerſal Church, which they 
would be thought to derive ſrom him, but juſt 

the 


e See. Mr. Bingham's Antig. Vol. 3. p. 378. 
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the reverſe of it, as may be gathered from the 
Council of Jeruſalem, wherein St James pre- 
fided, though St. Peter was there preſent; from 
his being employed as a Miſſionary from that 
Church to 'Samaria; from his being-oppoſed 
and reprimanded by St. Pau! for his Compli- 
ance with the Jewiſß Proſelytes at Antioch; 
and his having the Charge of the Circumciſi- 
on particularly committed to him, as that of 
the Uncircumciſion was to St. Paul who can- 
not be ſaid to at by a Deputation from hin, 
fince he expreſly declares the contrary, G4ʃ. 
i. 12. And accordingly this Pretence is direct- 


1y oppoſite both to our Saviour's Command 


and his own expreſs Doctrine, Late xxii. 26. 

1 Pet. v. 3. | 2 
To the ninth and tenth Plea urged by this 
Author againſt the Proteſtant Religion, relating 
to the comparatively greater Devotion, Zeal 
and Religion of 'Papiſts than is to be found a- 
mong - Proteſtants, their pretended Miracles, 
their Title' of Catholicks, and their commu- 
nicating with St. Peter's Chair, the Antiquity 
and perpetual Viſibility of their Church, and 
the Apoſtolical Succeſſion and Miſhon of the 
Paſtors, and Converſion of Infidels by the ſole 
Miniftry of their Miſſionaries : I reply, Nis, 
That I can take this as no other than a mani- 
feſt Sign of Phariſaical Pride and Arrogance ; 
for I make no doubt of it, whatever outward 
Appearance they may make of Religion, that 
we have as eminent Inſtances of ſincere Piety 
and Devotion in Proteſtant Countries, as any 
the Church of Rome, at leaſt in her preſent State, 
can boaſt of, and ſome of them vaſtly. prefera, 
ble to a great many of her reputed Saints, 
whereof their avow'd Doctrines and Prac- 
4 hs B 2 ” a - tices, 
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tices, which are utterly inconſiſtent with true 
Piety and Religion, are an undeniable Evidence, 
though this Author has the Confidence: to en- 
groſs the whole Number ef them to his own 
Church, in direct Oppoſition to St. Peter's 
Teſtimony, Ads, x. 35. importing, Tbat in . 


5 very Nation be that feareth Gad, and worketh 


Righteouſneſi is accepted with him, And what 
greater Inſtances of Zea] can be produced than 
Proteſtants have given of it, when ſuch vaſt 
Numbers of them in ſeveral] Countries, choſe 
rather to ſuffer Death than aſſent to your ad. 
ditional Articles of Faith. 

2dly, That“ your pretended Miracles have 
been often diſproved ;/ and had the Caſe been 
otherwiſe, they are no infallible Note of a 
true Church, becauſe we- are cautioned in 
Scripture not to expect or truſt to them, e 
ſpecially when wrought in Confirmation-of any 
Doctrines contrary thereunto; and 5 they are 


declared to be the Signs of Antichriſt, nor is 


there any Neceſſity for them, becauſe thoſe re- 
corded in Scripture are ſufficient, and no bet 
ter Evidence can be deſired, than we have 
there of the Truth of them. 

Your aſſuming to yourſelves the Ti- 
tle = Catholicks, is but a poot: Argument of 


your. being really ſo, when the very Articles 
of your Religion as diſtinguiſhed from Prote- 


— are a convincing Evidence that you have 

no juſt Pretenſion to it; whereas a cloſe Ad- 
herence to the Catholick Faith, as profeſſed 
by the Chriſtian Church in all Ages, muſt be 
allowed to be a much better, nay the only 


Juſt 


; * See Biſp Stillogfet of ſap . 1 Mark xiii, 
22» Deut. ili. 3. 5 2 75. ü. 9. ö 


(Ho 
[a4 


rennen Aa Yu 0 Wa©e 


2 TJ 


(17) 
juſt Foundation to ſupport that Claim. We 
therefore are the true Catholicks in Reſpe of 
Religion, and not you, as fond as you are to 
engroſs that Title to yourſelves ;/ nor can you 
pretend to it in any other Reſpe& without 
Un-Churching all Chrifendor but yourſelves: 
Which being manifeſtly the Caſe, your com- 
municating with St. Peter's Chair, without 
a Conformity to the Rules of the Goſpel, 
can no more abail you, than the Prero- 
gatives of the Jets could juſtify their Vio- 
lation of the Laws of their Religion, by their 
vain Traditions and the falſe Gloſſes of their 
Rabbies. | | 
4thly, As to Antiquity, perpetual Viſtbili- 
ty, and Apoftolical 'Succeflion and Miſſion of 
Paſtors; I anſwer, that theſe are Properties, 
that equally belong to our' Church; for, as 
was before obſervis, in all Probability it was 
in Being even before the Church of Rome, and 
was always the ſame viſible Church it now is, 
and held the ſame Rule of Faith, with this on- 
ly Difference, that whereas it was formerly 
ſullied and defiled with the additional Cor- 
ruptions of your Church; it is now re- 
form'd and clear'd from them. And as to 
Apoſtolical Succeſſion and Miſſion of Paſtors, 
you are obliged before the Reformation to ac- 
knowledge them in our Church, in neceſſary 
Juſtification of your own; and ſince that Time 


our unqueſtionable Records clearly prove 


them. | | 
Laftly, As to the Converſion of Infidels by 
the ſole Miniſtry of your Miſſionaries, this 
is ſo notorious a Miſrepreſentation, that it 
is ſurprizing how any Body ſhould be guilty 
of it, that has the leaſt Inſight either-in Scrip- 
B 3 ture 
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ture or Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory : And conſider- 


c 

ing the notorious Corruptions of your Doc- C 
wine and Worſhip, and the unwarrantable Me- tl 
thods made uſe of by your Miſſienaries in the p 
two laſt Centuries, it will appear, they have Is 
been ſo far from promoting the true Intereſt of k 
Chriſtianity, that nothing has been a greater N 
Bar or Obſtacle to the Propagation of it; and 4 
therefore that you have more Reaſon to be la 
aſham'd, than to boaſt of them. For your n 
further Conviction you may conſult the fore- t] 
cited Treatiſes of Biſhop S://ingfleet, concern- P 
ing the Idolatry of the Church of Rome, and P 
Biſhop Bull's Vindication, &&c. al 
To the eleventh and twelfth Exceptions of a1 
this Author--againſt the -Proteſtant Religion, ſa 
viz. that the Papiſts even in the Judgment of O 
Proteſtants themſelves are on the fafer Side ; FI 
that we are guilty of Hereſy and Schiſm, have 0 
no. Succeſſion of Doctrine, and no la w ful Miſ- a 


ſion; and conſequently. no true Sacraments, 
Confirmation, Power of the Keys, r. I an- c 
wer, 1//, That we allow the Church of Rome 1 
"to. hold the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian t] 
-Paith, and therefore to be a Part of Chriſt's n 
Church : But then, as ſhe has added to theſe t] 
\ ſeveral dangerous Errors and Corruptions, n 
by holding and enjoining ſome Points as neceſ- n 
ſary to Salvation, that God has no where en- * 
join'd in Holy Writ, and others that are di- v 
rectly contrary to his reveal'd Will therein con- N 
tain'd; we can by no Means think of her but | 


as a very unſound and corrupt Part of it, nor al 
of her Communion but as highly dangerous n 
to the Salvation of ſuch as live in it; and ſo b 
can never be of Opinion that the Papiſts are al 


on the dafer Side, And therefore when we 
| charitably 


(19) 
charitably hope that Men may be ſaved in that 
Communion, this we do with no other View, 
than that we cannot pretend to pronounce a a 
peremptory Sentence on their final State, which 
is the Province of the Supreme Being; as not 
knowing what Allowances he in his infinite 
Mercy may make for invincible Prejudices 
and involuntary Miſtakes ſome of them may 
labour under; though we are well aſſured, 
nay, as ſure as we are, that the Ycripture is 
the Word of God, that ſeveral Do&rines and 
Practices enjoin'd by your Church under 
Pain of Damnation, are not only unwarrant- 
able by the Holy Scriptures, (which your 
avow'd Doctrine of Oral Tradition as a neceſ- 
ſary Supplement to them, is a tacit Confeſſion 
of) but withal clearly prohibited therein; 
and therefore highly dangerous and pernici- - 
ous to the Salvation of ſuch as profeſs them; 
as doubtleſs whatever is contrary to God's re- 
vealed Will muſt needs be: And ſuch parti- 
cularly is what this Author charges as a 
Defe& in our Church, viz. our not ſeeking 
the Saint's Interceſhon ; which ſince it can» 
not be done, but by Prayer or Invocation ; and 
this is confeſſedly an Act of Divine Worthip, 
muſt by a clear and neceſſary Conſequence be 
no other than downright Idolatry. Now 
what a ſtrange Method of communicating 
with Saints is this, that cannot be obſerved 
without ſinning againſt God? Whereas on 
the other Hand, nothing of this Kind can be 
alledged. againſt our Church, becauſe therein 
nothing is enjoined as neceſſary: to Salvation, 
but what all Chriſtian Churches are agreed in; 
and accordingly is either expreſly — 


(20) 
ed in Holy Writ, or may be clearly deduced 
from it. 5 


Now this being the Caſe, I truſt our judg 


ing charitably of others, whilſt they con- 
demn us, is a Conduct we need not be aſham- 
ed of, as being perfectly agreeable to the 
Rules of the Goſpel; whereas all raſh and 
uncharitable Cenfures are exprefly prohibited 
therein, | | | 

- 24ly, As to the Charge of Hereſy and 
Schiſm, they cannot affect us: 1½, Not the 
former, becauſe we deny no one Article of 
Faith, that is founded upon the revealed 
Will of God, or was profeſſed by the Primi- 
tive Church, or defined'as ſuch by any of the 
four firſt general Councils; much leſs obſti- 
nately maintain the contrary after due Means 
of Conviction propoſed to us, which is the 
formal Notion of Hereſy Whereas your 
Church ſeems to be juſtly liable to that 
Charge, becauſe though holding the Funda- 
mentals of Chriſtianity, ſhe yet pertinaciouſly 
maintains Doctrines that are utterly inconfilt- 
ent with them; and ſuch particularly are 
the Invocation of Saints, Tranſubſtantiation, 
the Sacrifice of the Maſs, Sc. the firſt incon- 
fiſtent with that great Principle of natural and 


revealed Religion, the Being of a God, to | 
whom alone all Acts of Divine Worſhip are | 


due; the ſecond, with our Saviour's Seſſion 
at the right Hand of God; the third, with 
that one, perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, that 
he offer'd on the Croſs as a Propitiation for the 
Sins of the whole World, Which the Author 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews proves, was not 
to be repeated as the Sacrifices under the Law 
were, Ch. 9. v. 26. 10. 12. and 14. 
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24ly, Not the latter, becauſe, beſides that 
one particular Church cannot be properly 
charged with Schiſm for ſeparating from the 
Communion of another, that had no juſt Au- 
thority over it, as has often been proved to be 
the Caſe of the Church of Rome in Reference 
to the Britifþ Church ; we have been obliged 


to ſeparate from her Communion by the ſinful 


Terms therein enjoin'd, and therefore the 
Schiſm muſt lie at her own Door. And this 
Charge of Schiſm may on another Account, be 
juſtly retorted on the Papiſts of this Kingdom, 
ſince they ſeparate from a Church, whoſe ef- 
ſential Doctrines, Worſhip and Miniſtry are 
exactly modell'd according to the Rule of 
God's revealed Will, aud wherein nothing is 
required from them as Lay Communicants, 
but the bare Profeſſion. of the common Rules 
of Chriſtianity, which both they and we are 

agreed in, | 
30, The Succeſſion of our Doctrine or no- 
ceſſary Articles of Faith appears from the, au- 
tient Creeds, univerſally received and approved 
of in all Age, and the Decrees of Councils 
allow'd on all Hands to be General and Oecu- 
menical : Whereas. no Traces of your diſtin- 
guiſhing Articles of Faith are to be found 
therein, though requir'd to be believed, as 
was before obſerv'd, under Pain of Damnati- 
on. Now if theſe. are true and neceſſary Ar- 
ticles of Faith, it follows, fince they are not 
contained in any of theſe Creeds, nor decreed 
by any of theſe Councils, that the whole Chriſ- 
tian Church for ſeveral Ages, failed in Points 
neceſſary to be believ'd in order to Salvation, 
and 


"by 2 Or. Hicks's Coll, Tac: againſt the. Papiſits 
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and conſequently was in a State of Damina- 
tion, which is an Aſſertion too ſhocking to 
be maintained. And as this manifeſt Abſur- 
dity is unayoidable upon that Suppofition, 
it muſt be allowed, that they were not ne- 
ceſſary Doctrines of the Catholick Church 
in theſe Centuries; and if fo, *tis unconceiy- 
able how they ſhould ever ſince prove ſuch, 
fince no human Authority can pretend to 


the Power of preſcribing New Articles of 


Faith. 
Lafily, As to our Miſſion, 'tis evident there 


is no eſſential Requiſite wanting in it that can 
render it invalid, either with Reſpect to the 
Ordainers, who are * Biſhops' duly and regu- 


larly commiſſion'd; or the Form of Ordinati- 
on objected againſt, which is Scriptural, and 
+ was formerly us'd in your own Church; as 
it ſtill continues to be in the Greet Church, 
and that of the Maronites of Mount Libanus, 
whoſe” Ordinations you allow of ; or, /aftly, 
With reſpet to the Perſons to be ordain'd, 
who are previouſly examin'd as ta their Qua- 
lifications ; ſo that no Objection ean lie a- 
gainſt it, which you own ( that depends upon 
the Intention of the Ordainer) is not far 
more liable to. And accordingly the Legality 


of it is allow'd by ſeveral eminent Men of the 5 
Romiſþ Communion, and cannot be queſtion'd | 


by any of them without condemning that of 
of their own Church, ſince the Eng/iſþ con- 


feſſedly derive it from her, nor was it ever de- 


nied before their Converſion; and therefore 

thoſe that deny it, are obliged to have recourſe 

to that groundleſs and malicious Story of the 

| Nag's- 

See My. Maſon of the Miniſtry of the Church of Eng- 
+ See Morinus of wax EA of the Church, 
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Nag's-Head Ordination, which has been ſo 
often from the original Record undeniably 
diſproved. LIES | 

Now as this Charge is thus precariouſly 
founded,” the Conſequences drawn from it 
muſt of Courſe fall to the Ground. 

13. I come now to- the laſt or thirteenth 
Article of Complaint exhibited by this Au- 
thor againſt the Proteſtant Religion, viz. that 
it can afford us no Certainty in Matters of 
Faith, ſince confeſſedly all particular Church- 
es are fallible, and conſequently may fall 
even into Errors deſtructive of Salvation; 
and we have no Grounds to found an infalli- 
ble Certainty upon, either with reſpect to the 
Scripture, or our Interpretation of it: To 
which I reply, 2 That it does not ſollow, 
that we have no Certainty, becauſe we do not 
pretend to Infallibility in this Caſe; which, 
though arrogantly aſſumed by your Church in 
Oppoſition to plain and notorious Facts, as 
confeſſedly what no human Creatures are 
capable of by any natural Means; nor have we 
any ſatisfactory Evidence, either in Scripture 
or Antiquity, of any ſupernatural Aſſiſtance of 
this Kind belonging to any one Church up- 
on Earth ſince the Apoſtolick Age: And ac- 
cordingly it is unanimouſly diſclaimed by all 
other Churches but your own, and not al- 
lowed to be an Article of Faith by * ſeveral of 
yaur own Writers. And ſince ſhe could never 
yet inform the Members of her Communion 
where this pretended Infallibility is lodged, that 
they, might upon Emergencies know where 
to have recourſe to it for the Reſolution of 

"ef their 
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their Doubts ; and as no infallible Proofs can 
be produced, or are ſo much pretended to in 
this Caſe ; which yet are abſolutely neceſſary 
to ſupport that Claim for an infallible Certain- 
ty, cannot be built upon fallible Grounds ; 
doubtleſs it would be a Conduct more becom- 
ing your Church to diſclaim it, than to expoſe 
herſelf to the Scorn and Ridicule of all other 
Churches by ſo groundleſs a Pretenſion, that 
the very reverſe of it notoriouſly appear; to be 
the Truth of the Caſe; eſpecially s bog by 
requiring this infallible Certainty in Matters of 
Faith without any Poſſibility ef evincing it, 
you condemn yourſelves as well as all other 
Chriſtians, and make that an eſſential Requiſite 
of Faith, that is no where required in the Goſ- 
pel; but on the contrary ſeems to be clearly 
diſproved therein by the Apoſtles praying for 
the Increaſe of their Faith, and thoſe of weak 
and ſtrong, of little and great Faith, often 
mentioned in theſe Sacred Writings : And ac- 
cordingly no greater Degree of Aſſurance can 
be requiſite in order to a true and faving 
Faith, than what is ſufficient to determine us 
to perform the Conditions of the new Cove- 
nant: Now for this End there is no Neceſſity 
of its being infallible, as appears from the In- 
ſtances above cited, of whoſe Faith and Salya- 
tion no Queſtion can be. reaſonably made. 

2dly, Though we diſclaim this vain Pretence 
of Infallibility, as what no one Church of any 
Denomination whatſoever can be entitled to; 
yet I dare confidently affirm that we have a 
much greater Certainty for the Articles of our 
Faith, or far better Grounds to found them 
upon, than you can poſlibly have for thoſe 
adit tonal Articles of Faith, ay 
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ſtand diſtinguiſhed from us and other Chriſti- 


ans; becauſe we have beſides the Teſtimony of 
Scripture, the univerſal Suffrage and Conſent 


of all true Churches in all Ages profeſſing the 
former; which we are ſure can never be made 


appear with reſpect to the latter, “ as has 
been often acknowleded by your own Writers : 


To which I may ſafely add, that we have as 


great a Certainty for the Truth of our | Reli- 
gion, as any Matter of this Kind is capable 
of; for as it cannot be doubted that the A- 
poſtles received it from our Saviour, and that 
they preached and committed it- to Writing 3 
ſo we have no more Reaſon to queſtion that 


- theſe Sacred Writings are not ſufficiently- clear 


and evident in all the neceſſary Points of Reh- 
gion, fince otherwiſe they could not anſwer 
the End they were deſigned for, viz. our Di- 


rection in the Way to Heaven; and therefore 


no further Certainty can be reaſonably defired 
of any Propoſitions or Articles of Faith, than 
we have by comparing and bringing them 
to the Teſt of this infallible Rule : The Senſe 
of which we may be as certainly appriſed of 
in this Caſe without an infallible Judge, as we 
may be of the Senſe of any other Writings 
whatſoever. 

34ly, That the Holy Scriptures are the ge- 
nuine Remains of the inſpired Authors, whoſe 
Names they bear, we have a 'moral Certainty, 
which is all that you or any Body elſe can 
have in Matters of this Kind; for we have 
the ſame” Hiſtorical Evidence, and the ſame 
Catholick Tradition for it, that we have for 


any antient Records whatſoever; and as Co- 


ny ba,” , pies 
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pies of them have been early diſperſed into 


the moſt diſtant Parts of the Chriſtian World, 
and as they were tranſlated into all the Lan- 


guages of it; this makes it morally impoſlible, 
that they ſhould be ever materially corrupted 
without a Diſcovery of the Fraud by the In- 
ſpection of other Copies. ' 

As for their being corrupted by Proteſtants, 
we dare challenge the Author to produce one 


ſingle Inſtance to ſupport this Charge, though 


how juſtly liable his own Church is to this 


Imputation both with reſpect to Scripture and 
- Antiquity, appears from ſundry Inſtances that 
have been often produced from her Index ex- 


purgatorius librorum prohibitorum, &c. to re- 
tort that Charge. 6 

La/ly, As to the Interpretation of Scripture, 
J need only obſerve, that for all your vain 
Boaſt of Infallibility, you ſtand upon no other 
Advantages in this Caſe, than what the Pro- 
teſtants enjoy in common with you, and that 
the notorious Errors committed by your Guides 
even in their Councils, which have contradict- 


ed each other, and in their moſt authentick 


Tranſlations of Holy Writ, * as have been ob- 
ſerved by learned Men, and confeſſed by your 
own Þ Popes (who are likewiſe remarkable for 


their Differences, and ſome of them for their 


Hereſies) are an undeniable Evidence that 

they are no lefs fallible than other People. 
Upon the Whole, ſince we have thus an in- 
fallible Rule to dire& us, and that ſufficiently 
clear and evident in all the neceflary Points of 
Religion; and fince no pretended infallible 
1357 | | Judge 


* See Blackwall's Sacred Claſſicis, and as Eſſay for a 
New Tranſlation of it. + See the Prefaces to Pope 
Sextus and Clement” s Tranſlations of it, (+ 
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Judge can be ſuppoſed able to ſet theſe in a 
clearer Light, than the Divine Author of it 
has done; doubtleſs it muſt be much ſafer to 
adhere to and be guided by it, than to pay an 
implicit Faith to any human Decrees or Deter- 
minations whatſoever, eſpecially when we have 
clear Scripture Evidence againſt them, as we 
undeniably have in the Caſe in Hand. I might 
have animadverted upon ſome leſs material 
Paſſages. in this Pamphlet in relation to our 
pretended Doctrine of, Juſtification by Faith 
excluſive of good Works, and entire Neglect 
of Faſts and Feſtivals, and praying for the 
Dead, c. but theſe are ſuch palpable Miſrepre- 
ſentations, that I conceive the bare Mention is 
a ſufticient Confutation of them; whence it ap- 
pears what Grounds thoſe who are proſelyted to 
this Church of Rome, on account of its pretended 


8 Infallibility, have to fear their being of the Num- 


ber of thoſe miſerable Perſons, who are given 
up to a ſtrong Deluſion that they might be- 
lieve a Lye, as we read, 2 We,. iii. 11. and 
I pray, God avert the Judgment from them, 
which is denounced in the following Verſe. 
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COMMUNION. 


INCE you have been ſe- 
duced from the Communion 
of the Church of England, as 
by Law eſtabliſhed, i where all 
Things neceſſary to Salvation 
are taught; and nothing re- 
quired as ſuch, but what is 
warranted' by divine Revelation ; to become 
a Proſelyte of the Church of Rome, where both 
unneceſſary 
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unneceſſary and finful Terms of it are enjoin- 
ed; as I conceive, will in ſome Meaſure ap- 
pear from the Sequel of this Letter. 

That you may therefore perceive, what a 
wretched Choice you then made, and what a 
dangerous [Miſtake you have ever ſince labour- 
ed under; I thought it my Duty to do you, 
that friendly and (charitable Office of endea- 
vouring to undeceive and ſet you right in this 
important Affair, which no leſs tlian your ever- 
laſting Intereſt depends upon. 1 115 

Now in order to convince you of the Dan- 
ger of living in that Communion, all that I 
think proper to be offered to your Conſidera- 
tion, are theſe two general Heads, | viz. 

. Firſt, That * the additional Articles of Faith 
enjoin'd in the Church of Rome are unwarrant- 
able Impoſitions, and. ſo: of no Neceſſity. to Salva- 
tion, as Baving no Foundation in Scripture, nor 
any Catholick Tradition to Pappe them. 

Secondly, That ſeveral of theſe and other In- 
junctions of that Church are highly pernicious 
and deſtruftive of it, as being direfly contrary 
to God's revealed Will. 

- Accordingly to prove theſe reſpectively in 
their Order, and to draw ſome proper Inferen- 
ces from them, ſhall be the Subject of the ſol- 
lowing Lines, which if clearly made appear ta 
be well grounded (as I truſt they will) muſt 
needs give you a terrible View of your Caſe 
with reſpect to your eternal Salvation. 

C 3 Now 
| ® Theſe concern the Seven Sacraments, Tranſubſlantia- 
tion, the Sacrifice of the Maſs, Communien in one Kind, 

Purgatory, In vacation of Saints, the religious Uſe of Images 


and Relicks, Indulgences, the Supreme Autberi the 
Church and Pops of Rome, G. An id | 
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Now (Firſt ) That the additional Articles of 


Faith - tnjoined in the Church of Rome, are un. 
warrantable Impoſitions; and ſ , no Neceſſity to 
Satoation, is manifeſt, becauſe they have no 
Foundation in Scripture,” nor any Catholick 
Tradition to ſupport them; for they care nei- 


ther commanded in any Part of Holy Writ, 


nor any where intimated, declared or deter- 
mined therein; nor have you ſo much as one 
ſingle Precedent in the whole. 'New Teſtament 
to ſupport them; nor, i, are there any 
Foot; ſteps or Traces of them to be found in 
Antiquity, at leaſt for the three firſt Centu- 
ries ; Which as ſeveral of your Writers have 
own'd, ſo none of them could ever yet diſ- 
prove, as will appear, if you \conſult the 
Books cited in the * Margin, where all the 
Paſſages of Scripture and Antiquity produced 
in their Favour, are proved at large to be 
wretchediy miſapplied and perverted, and ſe- 
veral ſpurious Pieces of the latter are detect- 
ed. And for the further Confirmation thereof, 
we have this additional Evidence, that they 
are not contain'd in any of the antient Creeds, 
nor in any other Confeſſion of Faith, before 
that of Pope Pius the 4th, about 170 Years 
fince : Which ſtrange Neglect or Omiſſion 


could never be accounted for, had theſe been 


Primitive and Apoſtolical Doctrines; for can 
any Body in Reaſon believe, that all theſe ſe- 
veral Forms and Summaries of Faith ' ſhould 
be defective in Doctrines or Articles of it ne- 
ecſſary to Salvation? Or that theſe, inſtead 
of being clearly taught by the Apoſtles. and 


their 


MN See the London Divinet, or Dr. Bennet's Confutation 
of Popery, and the Anſwer to the Nubes Teſtium, 


632 
their Succeſſors, ſhould be for ſo many Ages 
concealed: from the Faithful, or that there 
never was a compleat- Rule of Faith, before: 
that of the Council of Trent? And there-' 
fore, as theſe manifeſt Abſurdities are other- 
wiſe unavoidable, it follows, that the Trent 
Articles are meet Innovations, which the A- 
poſtles and Primitive Chriſtians (whoſe Salva- 
tion no Body can reaſonably doubt of) never 
taught or believed. | 150 | 

Now if they were not- then, neceflary to. 
Salvation, which the deep Silence of theſe 
holy and good Men whoſe Profeſſion it was 
to preach the Goſpel, and declare the whole 
Will of God to Mankind, is a plain Indication 
of: It is unconceivable how any, human Au- 
thority could ever ſince render them ſuch; for 
what is it to attempt this, but that heinous Sin 
of adding to God's revealed Will, which ex- 
poſes Men to all the * Plagues and Fudg- 
ments recorded in holy Writ ? And what hor- 
rid Preſumption muſt it be for any Man, or 
Number of Men to pretend to an Authority 
of preſcribing 'Terms of Salvation, which is 
avowedly the Province of the Supreme Being > 
And what a flagrant Contempt is it of Divine 
Authority to ſet the Decifion of fallible Men, 
upon the ſame Foot with the inſpired: Wri- 
tings? Which yet the Church of Ryme mani- 
feltly does, by requiring the Belief of theſe 
her additional Article: of Faith, under Pain 
of Damnation, though we have St. Paul's ſo- 
lemn and repeated Denunciation to the con- 
trary, Ga/. k 8. 9. | | | 


For 


Rev, Xxxil, and xviii. 
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For that this is evidently the Caſe with re- 
ſpect to theſe Articles, that they are meer hu- 
man Deciſions, un warranted by the Word of 

God, and therefore unneceſſary to Salvation, 
may be further made appear from the known 
Practice even of the Church of -Rome itſelf, 
where all that is required in order to be enter- 
ed into the Church by Baptiſm, and conſe- 
7 to be entitled to all the Rights and 

rivileges of it, is only the Profeſſion of the 
Apoſtles Creed, as appears by your own Ca- 
techiſm. Now if you may be admitted into 
the Church upon this Profeſſion, it neceſſarily 
follows, that the ſame Profeſſion is ſufficient 
for your Continuance in it. Accordingly the 
Miene Creed, or rather the Conſtantinopolitan, 
which is but a bare Explanation of that of the 
Apoſtles, is called even in the * Council of 
Trent, the Principle wherein all Chriſtians ne- 
ceſſarily agree, and the great and only Foundati- 
on againſt which he Gates of Hell can never pre- 
vail; and moreover is the only Baptiſmal 
Creed uſed in all the Eaſfern Churches to this 
very Day, as enjoined by two general Coun- 
cils, + that of Epheſus and Chalcedon, the for- 
mer whereof forbids all Additions to it, under 
Pain of Depoſition or Excommunication. And 
ſince this contains all the Articles of Belief, 
that were then thought neceſſary to Salvation 
throughout the whole Chriſtian World; it is 
a clear and undeniable Conſequence, that 
what has been ſince added to it in the Trent 
Council cannot be ſo; otherwiſe the univer- 
ſal Church muſt have failed in neceſſary Points 

of Faith, which is an Abſurdity too groſs 


See Caranza's Summa Con. Trid. p. 704+ 
I Can. 7, | | 
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be maintained; and withal upon that Suppoſi- 
tion it would be ſinful to diſ-believe them, 
which nothing can be, but what is a Breach, 
of ſome Command either expreſſed or implied 
in Holy Writ: Now where is there ſuch a 
Command, or- even a bare Precedent to: be, 
found with reſpect to any one of theſe Points? 
And therefore before you can make good the 
Charge of Hereſy againſt us, you. muſt prove 
the Neceſſity of theſe additional Articles in or- 
der to Salvation, the reverſe of which (I con- 
ceive I may be allowed.to ſay). has been already 
ſufficiently evinced. | 
Whence it appears how abſurd and unrea- 
ſonable it is to call your Communion the Ca- 
tholick Church, out of which none can be ſa- 
ved; for how can your Church in any Senſe, 
of the Word be ſtiled Catbolick, that, beſides. 
its being computed to be ſcarce the fourth, 


Part of the Chriſtian : World, enjoins thoſe 


Doctrines as neceſſary Articles of Faith, that 
all Chriſtians for ſo many Ages, even the 
Church of Rome itſelf, were utter Strangers 
to; and conſequently, that it is equally abfard 
to call your Profeſſion: as diſtinguiſhed, from 
that of Proteſtants, the Oli and. Catholick Re- 
ligion, ſince theſe. additional Articles are ſo, 
far from being really fo, that they were not 
ſo much as heard of for. ſeveral hundred Yearg 
in any Part of the Chriſtian Church ;- nor the 
earlieſt of them are eſtabliſn'd till the eighth 
Century, and others not till ſeveral Centuries 
after. Thus for Inſtance, the Worſhip of I- 
mages and Invocation of Saints were firſt e- 
ſtabliſh'd in the ſecond Nicene Council, Auna 
787. Tranſubſtantiation and the Pope's Sus 
Premacy in the Fourth Lateran Council 1215. 

he Communion in one kind in the S 
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of Conſtance 1415. Purgatory in the Coun- 
eil of Florence 1438, and the reſt of them in 
that of Trent, which firſt met in the Vear 
1545. 

: ence it likewiſe follows, that the Charge 
of Superſtition and Will-Worſhip is juſtly fixed 
upon your Church, which requires the Belief 
of theſe Articles as neceſſary to Salvation, where- 
as you have neither Command nor Precedent 
In Scripture to ſupport them. | 
And yet this is not the worſt, or the moſt 
dangerous Part of your Caſe, for theſe Arti 
cles are not only unneceſſary to Salvation, but 
as I proceed to prove in the ſecond Place, ſe- 
veral of them and other Injunctions of your 
Church are highly pernicious and deſtructive 
of it ; for ſuch doubtleſs every Thing muſt be 
allow'd to be, -that is contrary to God's reveal- 
ed Will. 

Now to make good this Charge againſt 
your Church, out of the numerous Inſtances 
that might be produced in its Support, I 
ſhall at preſent only lay before you a few of 
the moſt flagrant and notorious of this Kind, 
And the firſt of theſe I ſhall now remind 
you of, is her prohibiting the Laity to read 
the Scriptures, in caſe they are not licenſed 
for that 'Parpoſe, in direct Oppoſition to that 
Precept of our Saviour, Search the Scriptures, 
and that of St. Paul, Let the Word of God 
dwell in you richly, with his ſolemn Charge to 
the Theſal. I That his Epiſtie ſhould be read 
to all the holy Brethren ; which being thus ma- 
nifeſtly enjoined, the Fear of perverting them 
can be no better Plea for this Prohibition, than 
the Abuſe of our daily Suſtenance is for ab- 
| | ſtaining 
Jobn v. 59. Col. iii. 16, Þ 1 Theſſal. v. 27» 
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ſtaining from it. And what a horrid Contempt 
of the Authority, and Reflection upon the 
Wiſdom of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, muſt 
it be to forbid what is thus expreſly command- 
ed by them. 

The Second, is her enjoining the Uſe of 
Images in religious Worſhip, and falling down 
before them or worſhiping any Being by them, 
as the 1/raelites did by the Golden Calves, which 
is expreſly forbidden in the Second Com- 
mandment ; for chis evidently relates to the 
Manner, as the firſt does to the Object of di- 
vine Worſhip. And doubtleſs what is thus 
abſolutely forbidden, cannot be unlawful on- 
ly in a certain ReſpeR ; ſo that a bare relative 
Worſhip of them is prohibited, as appears from 
the Inftance now mention'd: And accordingly 
we find this Practice condemn'd in the Coun- 
cil of Eliberis, and ſeveral others at Conflanti- 
nople, Francfort, &c. 

The third Inſtance of this ſort is the Com- 
munion in one kind, which contradicts the ex- 
preſs Words of the Inſtitution * Drink ye all 
of it ; and St. Paul's Injunction, that every 
Chriſtian after due Examination ſhould t of 
that Bread, and drink of that Cup, as is con- 
feſſed by the very Council that firſt enjoin'd it: 
which clearly diſproves your Pretence, that 
the Apoltles and their Succeſſots are the on- 
ly Perſons concern 'd in this Part of the Inſti- 
tution. | | 

For if our Saviour's Command, + This 40 
in Remembrance of me, does not concern the 
Laity, this Abſurdity will unavoidably follow, 
that they are not oblig'd to communicate in 

either 

* Matth, xxvi. 27. 11. ; 
r 


: 
e 
either Kind. Nor is your Plea of Concomi. 
-tancy any better grounded, "wjz. that the | 
Blood is in the Body, and therefote by receiv. | P. 
ing that, you receive both'; for beſides that, 1 E 
it does nat anſwer the End of the Inſtitution, I en 
which is the repreſenting and ſetting forth the 28 
Death of Chriſt, and the Effuſion of his Blood; th 
if this was to be admitted, it would follow to 
that the Prieſts are no more obliged to receive D 
* Cup by Virtue of this Command, than the 1 #/ 
Laity. Renn an 
| And therefore two of your own Popes f © 
| in the fifth Century, viz. Leo the firſt; and co 

Gelaſius have condemn'd this Practice as being 

| then the peculiar Mark and Badge of the Ma- M 
| gichean Hereticks. | 
| So groundleſs a Pretence is it to ſay, that | it 
this is an indifferent Matter; for if the Cup nc 
be not neceffary, how comes our Saviour and ty 
St. Paul to enjoin jt? If it be, how can your © ne 

- Church. preſume to diſpenſe with a Divine ha 


W. Command? Eſpecially, ſince if any Part of to 
the Inftitation be more neceſſary than ano- he 
ther, this ſeems to be ſo; foraſmuch as it re- Pc 


preſents his Blood, to which Remiſſion of Sins 
is in Scripture oftner aſcribed, than to his th 
Body: Ang if it be neceſſary as a Sacrifice, 20 
"why not equally ſo as a Sacrament? For as i: Pa 
confeſſedly conſiſts of two diſtinct Parts, ſo the 1 i 
Endl of it cannot be anſwered but by the ſe- er 
-parate Uſe of them, as has been already 0 the 
ſerv'd. As for thoſe Paſſages in the As av! ma 
"eating Bread from Houſe to Houſe, &c, they arc | N. 
' evidently to be underſtood by a' Synecdoche (a W 
- common Figure or Form of Speech] of both Cr 
| --eating and drinking, as appears from other I Ki 
| parallel Places, as Gen. XxxX1.- 54. J. Iviii, 
"M 7. Luke xiv. 1, S. Such 
| | 
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Such Inſtance, in the fourth Place, is Publick 
Prayer in an unknown Tongue, which the 
People cannot join in, (though it be the main 
End of all religious Aſſemblies) and therefore 
expreſly condemned by St. Paul, 1 Cor. xiv. 
as appears from the whole Scope and Tenor of 
that Chapter, as alſo forbidding the Clergy 
to marry, in Oppoſition to St. Paul's expreſs 
Declaration, * zhat Marriage is honourable in 
all, and the contrary the Dactrine of Devils; 
and that Direction of his that Biſhops and Dea- 
cons ſhould be the Husbands of one Wife; and ac- 
cordingly St. Peter, St. Philip, and ſeveral Bi- 
ſhops of the Primitive Church were married 
Men, and Celibacy was not enjoined on any of 
them for at leaſt the three firſt Centuries. And 
if their being married before Ordination did 
not unqualify them for the Miniſtry ; by Pari- 
ty of Reaſon, their marrying afterwards could 
not do ſo. And therefore your Church can 
have no other View in this Prohibition, than 
to keep the Clergy more firmly attach'd to 
her Intereſt, and leſs dependent on the Civil 
Powers. 

To theſe, in the fifth Place, let me add ano- 
ther Inſtance of this Kind, and that is the [x- 
vocation of Saints, in Oppoſition to that noted 
Paſſage of our bleſſed Saviour; thou ſhalt ror- 
ſnip the Lord thy Gad, and bim only ſhalt thou 
ſerve, together with the firſt Commandment, 
the plain Import whereof is, that we ſhould 
make God the ſole Object of divine Worſhip : 
Now Prayer is conſeſſedly an Act of divine 
Worſhip, and therefore not to be paid to any 
Creature without Idolatry; all Acts of this 
Kind paid to any other Being but God being 

D equally 
Hab. xiii. 4. 1 Tim. i, 2. 1 Tin. iii. 2. 22. 
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equally forbidden, as the Sacrifices under the 
Law were; which though but relatively offer- 
ed to Creatures, would doubtleſs have been un- 
lawful and idolatrous; and what is no leſs an 
- Inſtance of Idolatry, by praying to Saints at 
ſo great a Diſtance, as they are ſuppoſed to be 
from us, you aſcribe to them Omniſcience and 
Omnipreſence, (which are ſome of the in- 
communicable Attributes of the Supreme Be- 
ing) without which it is unconceivable, how 
they can poſſibly hear ſuch an infinite Num- 
ber of Supplicants praying to them at the 
ſame Time in ſo many different Places, with 
the Thoughts and Affection of their Hearts ? 
For all this is requiſite to make them proper 
Objects of Prayer and Invocation, as being 
without this Knowledge no more capable of it, 
than a blind Man is of diſcerning Colours, or 
a deaf Man of hearing Sounds. 

As for that Pretence of their having it by 
the Glaſs of the Trinity, or by divine Reve- 
lation, it is no more than the meer Conjec- 
tures of fallible Men, which, as they are de- 
ſtitute of any Foundation either in Scripture 
or Antiquity, ſo their bare diſagreeing among 
themſelves, is a ſufficient Argument to con- 
vince you, how precarious and uncertain they 
are. And accordingly we find this Practice 
virtually condemn'd in the Council of Lao- 
dicea. | BY 

And as Tranſub/tantiation is one of the prin- 
cipal Articles enjoined by your Church, let me, 
laſtly, remind you, that it is directly contrary 
to ® ſeveral clear Paſſages of Holy Writ; which, 
as the Senſe of the Words, which you found 
this ſtrange Doctrine upon, cannot poſſibly be 

| reconciled 

* Matt, xxvi. 2% 1 Cor. x. 17. Xi. 26, 27, 28. 
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reconciled with, ſo it is equally impoſſible to | 
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This is my Bed), can denote no more than a 

Sign or Memorial of it, as appears not only 

from other parallel Paſſages, where the Paſchal | 
Lamb is called the Paſſover 3 and our Saviour | 
calls himſelf the Fine, the Door, &c. but alſo 

from theſe Words immediately following, Do 

this in Remembrance of ne: For a Memorial 

always implies the Abſence of what is comme- 

morated by it. Nor can it in any wiſe be un- 

derſtood of his real Body either in its corrupti- 
ble or incorruptible State; not the former, 
for ſuch it confeſſedly cannot be, fince his Re- 
ſurrection and Aſcenſion into Heaven; not the 
Jatter, for ſo it cannot be broken, nor be a 
true and proper propitiatory Sacrifice, which | 
always conſiſted in the Death of the Thing | 
ſacrificed, But ſuppoſe theſe Words ſhould be | 
taken in the literal Senſe, yet as this would 
be the manifeſt Import of them, that the 
Bread which our Saviour then ſpoke of, was 
his Body; and as nothing can be changed 
into what it was before; they muſt be ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with that Change of the Ele- 
ments, which the Doctrine of Trazſubfantia- 
tion ſuppoſes, according to the Confeſſion of 
ſeveral of your own Writers, 

And ſince to change one thing into ano- 
ther, (as ſuppoſe Water into Wine ) is the 
ſame as to make one thing out of another, if 
this Doctrine was to be admitted, it would un- 
avoidably follow, that our Saviour has a Body 
made out of the Subſtance of Bread, as well as 
that which he aſſumed of the Subſtance of the 
Virgin Mary. And to ſolve theſe Incon ſiſten- 

: D 2 ces 


collect it from them. For that Expre ſſion y 
| 


F 
ces by calling this a Miracle, muſt be equally 
abſurd and unreaſonable; for 'we read of no 
Miracles in Scripture, but what were the Ob- 
jets of our Senſes, whereas this contradicts 
moſt of- them ; though the great Foundition 
of the Chriſtian Religion, our Saviour's Reſur- 
rection, has no other Evidence to ſupport it, 
nor can you pretend to argue from Scripture 
without a Regard to it. To omit other num- 
berleſs Abſurdities this Doctrine is attend- 
ed with, as that our Saviour held his whole 
Body in his Hand, was eaten by his Dilſci- 
ples, when he ſate with them at the Table; 
that his Body may be lock'd up in a Box, and 
yet be in ten thouſand Places at the ſame Time, 
be poiſon'd, eaten up by Rats, c. Now 
ſince you have thus the cleareſt and moſt irre- 
fragable Proofs to convince you, how falſe 
and erroneous this great Principle of your 
Church is, what a flagrant Inſtance of Ido- 
latry muſt it be to worſhip the Hoſt in purſu- 
ance of it, 

Theſe and ſundry other Inſtances of this 
Rind, which might and have been often pro- 
duced in Proof of this Head; as he Sacri- 
fice of the Maſs | Purgatory, \ the Adoration of 
the Hf}, &c. that are evidently contradictory to 
Scripture, clearly diſprove that groundle(s Pre- 
tence of your Church's Infallibility which you 
are ſo much divided about the proper Seat of; 
for how can that Church be infallible, that has 
thus actually and dangerouſly erred ? For ſuch 
Errors undoubtedly muſt all thoſe Doctrines 


be, that are inconſiſtent with the great oy 
| | an 
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and Standard of our Duty, the fevealed Will 
of God. And this, by the by, is a plain 
Indication how dangerous it is to pay an im- 
plicit Faith to any human Decrees or Deter- 
minations whatſoever, eſpecially when we have 
clear Scripture Evidence againft them. 

Now fince it thus appears, that we cannot 
communicate with the Charch of Rome, without 


acting againſt God's revealed Will, it evidently 


follows, that it can be no Schiſm in us to ſe- 
parate from her, but the Guilt of it muſt he 
at her own Door, that enjoins theſe ſinful 
Terms of Communion. | | 

On the other Hand, fince you are not re- 
quired 3s a Lay-Communicant in our Church, 
to declare yourſelf on any of the controverted 
Points, but only to profeſs the common Rules 
of Chriſtianity, which both we and you are 
agreed in ; it's plain you may lawfully join in 
Communion with us (though you cannot with 
your own Church, for the Reaſons above- 
mentioned ) and conſequently you are in Du- 
ty oblig'd to it, upon a double Account, both 
as you would not live in a Communion, that 
you can't lawfully join with, and would avoid 
a cauſeleſs Separation from a true Church, 
which is the heinous Sin of Schiſm. 

For ſuch every Church muſt be allowed to 
be, that is eſtabliſh'd upon the Belief of what 
we are plainly taught in Holy Writ, and where- 
in God is worſhipped, and the Sacraments ad- 
miniſtered, as we are there directed; and 
* whoſe Miniſters are duly and regularly com- 
miſkoned, which is manifeſtly the Caſe of 
ours: And accordingly it is notorious, that it 
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has been the common Practice of Perſons of 
your Communion to repair to our Churches, 
and join in our Liturgy, during the firſt ten 


_ Years of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, which two 


of your Popes ſucceſſively offer'd to confirm, 
Provided ſhe would but acknowledge their 
Supreme Authority; ſo that you will have ſtill 
nothing to alledge againſt it, but that groundleſs 
Pretence of the Pope's Supremacy, that has 
no Foundation in Scripture, and was condemn- 
ed, as by the Afatick, African, and Greet 
Churches, ſo * by ſeveral General Councils, 
and by the greateſt Part of the Chriſtian World 
in all Ages: Nay, even by one of your own 
Popes,viz. Gregory the Firſt, in the Caſe of John 
Patriarch of Conflantinop/e's aſſuming the Ti- 
tle of Oecumenical or Univerſal Biſhop, as has 
been undeniably prov'd, not only by Dr. Bar- 
row and other Proteſtant Writers, but by ſeve. 
ral of the moſt learned and eminent of your 
own Communion,. as Du Pin, Launoy, &c. 

And ſhoy]d you not in all Reaſon take the 
ſafeſt Side N the promoting ſo vaſt a Concern 
as your everlaſting Salvation ? Now is it not 
incomparably ſafer to live in a ſound, ortho- 
dox and primitive Church, that requires no- 
thing of you as neceſſary to Salvation, but 
what is warranted by the Word of God, than 
to be of a Church miſerably marred and cor- 
rupted with dangerous Errors and Innovati- 
ons ? 

To inſtance in ſome one of them; is it not 
much ſafer to worſhip God, who is a Spirit, 
according to his expreſs Command, without 
Images or corporal Repreſentations ? To pray 
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to him in a known Tongue, which is the only 
Way of praying with the Underſtanding ? To 
invocate him only, and not Saints and Angels, 
who as they are Creatures, are incapable of 
hearing our Petitions, and knowing the 
Thoughts and Intentions of our Hearts ? To for- 
bear the Adoration of the Hoſt, which at the 
beſt you cannot do, without running a mani- 
feſt Risk of being guilty of Idolatry? And to 
receive the Communion in both Kinds, or a 
compleat Sacrament rather than one half of it? 

In a Ward, is it not much ſafer to believe the 
Holy Scripture as our infallible Rule, than the 
Infallibility of your Chureh, which has been 
proved to have notoriouſly erred? And our 
three Creeds, which are founded upon divine 
Revelations, rather than the additional Arti- 
cles of that of Pope Pius, which thus evident- 
ly appear to be not only unwarranted by the 
Word of God, but ſeveral of them directly 
contrary to it. 4 

Upon the Whole, ſince God's revealed Will“ 
is the great Rule and Standard, whereby we 
are to live here, and to be for ever acquitted 
or condemned hereafter; it muſt highly con- 
cern us all to endeavour both to believe and 
act in Conformity to it, which how utterly in- 
conſiſtent it is with what is required of you in 
the Church of Rome, has been in ſome Meaſure 
already proved; and therefore I ſhall only add, 
that I am, | 


SIR, 
tours Afeftionately, 


GR. Jones. 
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1 9 82 " Believe it is not unknown to you, 
7 chat at this Time there is an un- 
common Diligence among the 


in making Converts to Popery. 
And though the Numbers they 


have ſeduced in theſe two great Cities may not 


be altogether ſo large as ſome have repreſent- 


ed; yet it is certain, that the Converts they 
make are obſerved by many ſerious and well- 


diſpoſed People, to be much more numerous 
than in former Times. And this is a Warning 
to every one who has the Care of Souls com- 
mitted to him, 'to uſe the like Diligence in 
watching thoſe who lay in wait to deceive, and 
to ſpare no Pains in hindring his People from 
falling into the Snare ; that is, from being per- 
verted to a Religion, which has fo proſly cor- 
rupted the true Faith and Doctrine of Chriſt, 
and introduced ſo much Superſtition and Ido- 
latry into the Chriſtian Worſhip. 

This is a Duty incumbent upon all who are 
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ſo, but Subjects to a Proteſtant Government 3 
the ſupporting of which is the only ws 
under 


Prieſts of the Church of Nome, 


nn 


CR 2 J. J. 


—— 


me” —_. 4" B.A —_ Af _— 7 


(45) 
under God, of perpetuating to us the free and 


quiet Enjoyment of our own Religion. And 
it muſt be remembred, that every Convert to 
Popery, at the ſame Time that he becomes 
a Zealot for the Church of Rome, becomes alſo 
a Zealot for a Popiſh Pretender to the 
Throne. | 

Upon both theſe Accounts, let me beſeech 
you to have a watchful Eye over your Flock, 
and eſpecially over ſuch of them as you think 
more liable than others, to be attack'd by 
 Romiſh Prieſts, and in Danger to be ſeduced 
by them ; that you may prevent thoſe At- 
tempts, or at leaſt the Succeſs of them, by 
learning what are the Arguments in Favour 
of the Church of Rome, which make the 
greateſt Impreſſion upon their Minds, and by 
furniſhing them with proper Antidotes againſt 
them. 

And beſides your private Endeavours, it 
will be very neceſſary at this Time, that in 
your publick Diſcourſes from the Pulpit, you 
take all proper Occaſions to poſſeſs your Peo- 
ple in general, with a juſt Senſe of the man 
groſs and dangerous Corruptions of the Chur 
of Rome; and of the Agreement of the con- 
trary Tenets of this Proteſtant Church, with 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel. | 

Thus, commending you to the Bleſſing and 
Direction of God, and praying that this and 
all your other Paſtoral Labours may be at- 
tended with Succeſs, I remain, 

Sir, 
Your aſſured Friend and Brother, 
Edm” London? 
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